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The Methpdist Federation for Social Action, an unofficial membership 

OL gaIK = aTOn., founded in 1907, seeks to deepen within the Church, 


oes not commit its members to any specific program, but | 
remains an inspirational and educational agency, proposing social changes 
hy > *yalic ariien ; = 

ry democratic decisions, not by violence. 
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Christmas A Time For Charity 


Ghristina Rossetti’s interpretation of Christmas is that, “Love 
p= down at Christmas, Love all lovely, love divine.” Certain 
that Christmastide is ever an appropriate season for appeals 
acts ot mercy and charity. It is a time traditionaliy when 
appeal to the rulers of earth for merciful amnesty towards 
} politically unorthodox who suffer or arepersecuted because 
their political faith. 
ff we only knew how, we would appeal for all those any- 
ere who suffer for their ideas, or for their conscience’ sake. 
"think of the democrats in dungeons in Spain, of those valiant 
secuted disciples of Jesus who dared speak for brotherhood 
the Union of South Africa. And we think of Boris Pasternak, 
he names he has been called, of his expulsion from the Soviet 
rs Union, of the prominently published proposals that he 
own out of his native land, of the Nobel Prize in Litera- 
first accepted with joy but later after much pressure de- 
and all, it appears, because his views and writings are 
Soviet writers, orthodox. Pasternak’s views are not dis- 
by name-calling, personal pressure, persecution. Resort to 
a, persuasion, would be more potent and convincing. And 


: wonders. aS ; 
y, we are told, begins at home. It may well be that 


abroad, will be by deeds on their behalf here at 
too, let us never forget, we have our victims of 
‘persecution—men never indited for ordinary crime or 
e been all the victims of the Smith Act, an 
MFSA, A.C L.U. and many others, precisely 


for—-views they are said to have held and ex- 


y dose of charity and tolerance towards dissenting, non-_ 
¢ individuals, in the mighty U.S.S.R. as elsewhere,could 


t service the U.S.A. can render free press and free 


munism, because they hold ideas which are here unpopular and 
unorthodox. The law under which they were prosecuted is clearly 
undemocratic and probably unconstitutional. For President Fisen- 
hower to grant Christmas amnesty to these two Smith Act victims 
would be a laudable example of democratic faith and of charity, 
a deed which would merit both praise and emulation here and 
abroad. Reinhold Niebuhr and Norman Thomas, well-known for 
their anti-communism as well as for their belief in our Bill of 
Rights, recently launched a public appeal that Winston and 
Green might now be released from prison. If you would like to 
further the same goal, in the interest of free speech and two 
human families, a letter to President Eisenhower for Christmas 
amnesty would be apt. 


This brings to mind another current case where free press 
and expression are at stake. It is the case of John W. Powell, 
his wife Sylvia, and their fellow journalist Julian Schuman. They 
edited the China Monthly Review, critical of the Korean war 
and of U. S. policy in Asia. For that they are charged with 
“sedition” and their trial date, often postponed, has recently 
on Government request been postponed for the sixth time, re-set 
for trial in San Francisco Federal Court on January 19. These — 
three persons are being prosecuted for “wartime sedition” under — 
the 1917 sedition act, which distinguished Prof. Zechariah Cha- _ 
fee called “the deadliest blow ever struck at a free press in the 
United States.” “Under this act,” writes Laurent B. Frantz in 
The Progressive: oe eS See 
Almost 2,000 persons, chiefly pacifists and socialists, were prose 
for opposing the first World War. Eugene Debs was sent to prison 
for making an anti-war speech. It has been little used since and 
constitutionality has not been reviewed by the Supreme Court for 
years. s x8 


official view, it they can do so only by risking 20 years’ imprisonment. 

The Palo Alto (Calif.) Times editorialized: 

What becomes of the free press if all editors are required, under 
threat of severe penalties, to accept the official version of every action 
taken, and print nothing except that version? 

For evidence as to the truth or falsity of statements which 
they published and for which the government secured their in- 
dictment, the defendants successfully subpoenaed relevant gov- 
ernment documents, e.g., the transcript of the Korean truce talks 
(vis-a-vis the defendants’ published statement that U. S. nego- 
tiators therein were stalling). Not wishing to produce the sub- 
poenaed documents, the government has dropped one of its 
charges altogether. and has modified several others by remov- 
ing the charge that the involved published statements were false. 
Also a 90-day delay was secured by the government to “search 
out” other subpoenaed material. To the government claim that 
the documents involved must be kept secret for national security, 
the defendants retort: 

How does the transcript of the Korean truce talks, a record kept 
by both sides and thus available to the “enemy,’’ come under national 
security? Can it be the secrets concern facts being deliberately kept 
from the American public? 

The defendants say they are prepared to take their case all 
the way to our land’s highest and currently liberal Court, for, 
possible decisive ruling there on the 1917 sedition act’s constitu- 
tionality. Great expense is involved, and contributions are received 
by the Powell-Schuman Defense Fund, Charles Mattox, Treas- 
urer, P. O. Box 1808, San Francisco 1, Calif. Those who agree 
with the American Civil Liberties Union that America is strong 
enough to tolerate minority political dissent and permit a free 
press, and that a more effective means should be found of coun- 
tering published statements than waiting several years and then 
placing those who made the statements in prison—are asked to 
write President Eisenhower and the Department of Justice with 
the suggestion that prosecution of this case be dropped. Such an 
act of charity at Christmastide would witness to the continued 
vitality of our democratic heritage with its traditional tolerance 
for minority dissent. The young Powells and Schuman have, it 
seems, already suffered considerably and enough from govern- 
ment harassment and prosecution, And the justice of singling 
them out is to be questioned, since many others certainly were 
highly critical of official policies during the widely unpopular 
Korean war. President Eisenhower himself was elected in protest 
against those policies and with the pledge (which to his credit 
he fulfilled) to help bring that fruitless war to its close. 


_ orthodoxy, is to speak in charity for them as fellow human beings 
and for their families, but also for America as a whole and for 
that individual liberty of, peaceful expression for which America 
at its best has stood. The immediate roots of that precious lib- 

erty are in England, and no one has stated the case for it more 


x 


Rivers : Re 
Sir Francis Bacon . . . Authorized books are but the language 
of the times.” He told Parliament’s Lords and Commons: 
p24 We'can ‘grow ignorant again, brutish, formall, slavish, as ye found 
us; but you then must first become . . . oppressive, arbitrary, “and 
_ tyrannous, as they were from whom ye freed us . . . Where there is 
_ much desire to learn, there of necessity will be much arguing, much 


in the making. 


Christian that many 


To speak for these persons who suffer for their political un- _ 


_ potently than John Milton in his inspired appeal to Parliament: 
against press restraints, in 1644, Areopagitica. Milton agreed: with 


aE _ writing, many opinions; for opinion in good ‘men is but knowledge | drawn to the alternate budgets pe 


necks, . gow This doubt- 


| 


who ever knew Truth put to the wors, in a free and open encount 

. Who knows not that Truth is strong next to the Almighty; 
needs not policies, nor strategems, nor licensings to make her | 
torious, those are the shifts and the -defences that error uses agai 
her power: give her but room, and do not bind her. J.R.M, 


EDWIN MARKHAM, 1852-1940, 


“A Man to Match Our Mountains” 


By LEON L. LOOFBOUROW, D.D. = 
AS“Americans we can be proud that we produced the po 
of the social awakening of the early years of this century, Edw 
Markham’s “Man With a Hoe” was translated into nearly for 
languages, and probably produced more discussion than al 
other poem. And he followed the Hoe Man with thirty-five yea 
of writing sand “lecturing on social questions. He certainly was 
factor in shaking the Protestant church out of its “age of con 
placency.” : 
But as Methodists we have much stronger ground for gral 
tude for the part our Church played in preparing Markham 
his great work. After school days, he was teaching in Colom 
Here gold had been discovered thirty years before. What cou 
have been a dead end for an eager spirit became a place of a 
other great discovery. He tells us of it. Where is there a fim 
tribute to the old time Presiding Elder, “with a bunch of whisk 
appertaining to his chin?” ; s 
There (Coloma) I joined the Methodist Church. A man we call 
A. J., a Presiding Elder, preached from time to time. When he cam 
we were great cronies. He taught math at University. He was clo 
to my heart. We were kindred spirits. He was no mere theologi 
He quoted Kant and Hegel in his sermons. He was a powerful preach 
full of thought. He knew the poets in spite of his math and knew q 
conclusions of science. Z 
Christ was personified truth in him. He was one of the strong 
factors in my young life. He came into the community once in thi 
months by stagecoach. Two or three nights A. J. and I sat up 
night talking over the problems of existence and of how we c 
work out a rational ground for religion. 
The A. J. referred to is Rev. A. J. Nelson, for many yea 
professor, preacher, and presiding elder in the California 
ference. 3 
Recently I have found good evidence that Markham, in ad 
tion to being a-member of the church, also held a license as 
local preacher. Later he allowed his license to lapse, and ¢ 
not maintain his membership. His type of mind was stroni 
appealed to by the teachings of Swedenborg. But we are 
ful that the Church was such a formative influence in his ea 
life. 
And he maintained his unique combination of mystical fa 
and social passion to the end. In his last volume, Eighty Poe 
at Eighty, he writes: tak A 
Why does he make our hearts so strangely still? 

Why stands he out so stately and so tall? — eee 
Because he had no self to serve, no will — oe a 

’ That did not seek the welfare of the All. J 
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MFSA 1958 MEETING MINUTES 
September 8 (concluded) = 


Financial statement was again discussed, with 


budget,\ the other a “progress” bud 

of an executive to oie in the field f 
During th 

urer with a 


lichael, as well as a man to be in the field, because 
f the jobs being done are necessary for the operation of 
Sederation. He pointed out that the man in the field would 
aising funds, and once started in the work would be able 
tise enough to more than meet the extra costs involved in 
g him. S Je : 
Mr. McMichael suggested that an effort be-made to find 30 
le who will give $100 a year for the purpose, and said he 
d be one of them. , 

Yr. Worley said it is most important to find the right man 
he job, but that for the Executive Committee to take any 
nm toward that end, the Membership Meeting would have to 
ove the progress budget. 
everal people spoke on behalf of the adoption’ of the pro- 
; budget. Dr. Kramer mentionéd that their California-Nevada 
p had given the matter careful thought and have a suggested 
through which different geographical sections of the country 
id undertake to meet a certain percentage of the budget. 
The progress budget was adopted without any dissent. Busi- 
meeting adjourned. 
fier a brief recess, the meeting gathered for the closing 
* Communion Service, led by ie Worley and Dr. Loof- 
ow. Dr. Loofbourow had borrowed a_ beautiful pewter 
munion Cup and Plate from the Historical society in San 
cisco, This set had been taken by some concerned Meth- 
“into a primitive and wild mining town in California as 
yas 1858. 

Respectfully submitted, 
JANICE M. ROBERTS, 
Recording Secretary. 


MMITTEE ON UN-AMERICAN 
TIVITIES CHALLENGED 


Mur beloved Bishop James C. Baker, former MFSA vice- 
ident, heads the list of Southern California American Civil 
tties Union leaders who, on behalf of A.C.L.U., are ‘peti- 
ng House members from that area: “INDIVIDUALLY OR 
NTLY TO OFFER AT THE OPENING OF THE 86TH 
YGRESS A RESOLUTION TO ELIMINATE THE COM- 
TEE ON UN-AMERICAN ACTIVITIES FROM THE LIST 
STANDING COMMITTEES OF THE HOUSE OF REPRE- 
TATIVES.” 
Nationally as well, A.C.L.U. is challenging the right of the 
House Committee to exist or function, under. our Con- 
on, by filmg a brief before the U. S. Supreme Court in the 
of Lloyd Barenblatt, who in 1954 (when an instructor in 
College) denied the Committee’s right to probe into his 
beliefs and associations. A.C.L.U. holds the Committee’s 
1938 mandate. to investigate _ “un-American propaganda” 


efinable . . . not sufficiently definite and specific. ‘icertaingy ‘as 
Congressional intent means the Committee has not operative au- 
orization to conduct investigation. The Committee’s free-wheeling 
er to compel testimony (on matters of political belief and expres- 
n) casts restraint over free expression on all public issues and in- 
expression of all non-conformist political thought. To guard essen- 
scones from such blanket repression, other legislation in the 
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will investigate these things. Its activities suggest it is more interested in 
harassing and labeling “subversive” any citizen inclined to be liberal 
or an independent thinker . . . any liberal white southerner who dares 
raise his voice in support of our democratic ideals. If white people who 
support integration are labelled “subversive”? by congressional commit- 
tees, terror is spread among white citizens, and it becomes increasingly 
difficult to find white people who support our efforts for full citizen- 
ship. We urge you to see the House Committee on Un-American Activ- 
ities stays out of the South—unless it can be persuaded to come to out’ 
region to help defend us against those subversives who oppose our 

Supreme Court, our Federal policy of civil rights and our American 

ideals of equality and brotherhood, 

Another challenge to the Committee has come from Harvey 
O'Connor, noted author and Emergency Civil Liberties Commit- 
tee chairman, who recently refused a Committee subpoena: 

The newspaper story said I threw it to the ground. Inaccurate 
reporting. I never touched the wretched thing. Responding to the laws 
of gravity, it fluttered, like a wounded bird, helplessly to the floor. 

Nevertheless, I had been legally “served.” 

O'Connor said the Committee likes to call 

people of principle, with ideas and ideals, the cream of the American 

crop, the kind of folks who in generations passed made this “the land 

of the free and the home of the brave.” 

Saying the Committee had ignored the Supreme Court Wat- 
kins Decision warning, “There is no general authority to expose 
private affairs of individuals without justification in terms of 
the function of Congress .. . nor is the Congress_a law enforce-___ 
ment or trial agency,” O’Connor stated: “I challenge the au- 
thority of the House Committee to summon me for an uncon- 
stitutional purpose.” : 

In the interest of our democracy and the First Amendment 
freedoms of expression and assembly, which the House Commit- 
tee on Un-American Activities has long and consistently under- 
mined, MFSA has urged for years the House to abolish that 
ignoble Committee. In early January, when the new and more 
libec) House convenes, it could at once remove the Un-American 
Activities Committee from its list of standing committees, as 
Bishop Baker and his colleagues are urging. We ask you to see 
or write your own Representative to get his support for that 
action. Your action, to be effective, must be soon. 

Other early January Congress priorities (about which we 
should write our Congressmen and Senators) include: House 
action to reduce the inordinate power of the Rules Committee __ 
(to sit on and keep from the floor needed social welfare legis- 
lation); and Senate change of its rules to end minority rule by 
filibuster (against laws for civil or minority rights). 


GENEVA AND MANKIND’S HOPES 


There meet at Geneva representatives of the three nuclear ¢ 
powers, U.S.A., U.S.S.R. and United Kingdom, in the Conference 
on The Discontinuance of Nuclear Weapons Tests. It was the 
unanimous conclusion earlier this year of the United Nations 
Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation, that 
every such.test brings somatic and, genetic damage to. present 4 
future generations. Continued tests are even more ¢ 
seen as further preparation for unspeakably destructi oe 
war. This year too the experts from East. and West in Geneve 
in official conference, found unanimously that measures 
sure detection of all nuclear explosions, are possibl 
ee in Kitzbuhel, Austria, the third ie GRE 
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urgently necessary to reach prompt “international agreement lead- 
ing to cessation of all nuclear weapon tests and an effective sys- 
tem of control, a first step toward relaxation of international ten- 
sion and end of the arms race.” The scientists stressed the grave 
peril to man’s future in any delay in ending nuclear weapons 
tests in particular or the arms race in general. They saw no 
assurance that a belligerent in future wars will refrain from the use 
of nuclear weapons, whatever agreements to that end might be 


reached, and 

if, in a future war, a substantial proportion of the nuclear weapons 
already manufactured were delivered against urban targets, most cen- 
tres of civilization in the belligerent countries would be totally destroyed, 
and most of their populations killed . . . whether the bombs used were 
fusion “clean”? bombs or fission “dirty”? bombs. Fall-out from “dirty” 
bombs (of likely use in a major war) would cause death of a large 
part of the population in the country attacked. Fall-out would be dis- 
tributed over the rest of the earth’s surface . . millions of deaths 
produced not only in belligerent but in non-belligerent nations by acute 
radiation. History shows localized wars, with limited objective (cannot 
be guaranteed). Mankind must therefore set itself the task of eliminat- 
ing all wars, including local wars. 

Albert Schweitzer, Bertrand Russell, Trygve Lie, Eleanor 
Roosevelt, Martin Luther King, Martin Niemoeller, Toyohiko 
Kagawa, Carlos Romulo and others publicly call on the Geneva 
negotiators for the needed and possible “vital beginning—the 
permanent internationally inspected ending of nuclear weapons 
tests.” This has long been MFSA and official Methodist policy. 
The California-Nevada Methodist Board of World Peace has 
sent to Geneva the same plea that the possible controls now be 
“set up, along with an agreement to end all nuclear weapons 
testing by all nations forever.” We urge you and-your MFSA 
chapter and church group to do likewise. 


Jerome Davis, MFSA member, is taking a June 15-August 20 
seminar to Sweden, Denmark, England, France, Finland, Poland, Czecho- 
slovakia and a month in U.S.S.R. motoring to see at first-hand the 
rural areas. Conferences with religious and governmental leaders in 
each country. Application to Dr. Jerome Davis, 489 Ocean Avenue, 
West Haven, Conn. 
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BEHIND THE HEADLINES 


The biggest item in the headlines in the past month was, of 
course, the election. In millions of words editors, columnists and 

_ analysts thrashed out every aspect of it until there was no grain 
_ left-its effect upon the composition of Congress; its bearing upon 
the 1960 presidential election; the extent to which it reflected 
local economic situations, its absorption in personalities. But one 


most destiny shaping fact in it—the almost complete absence of 
discussion of what to do about the bomb, and about China. 
These issues are now inseparably connected. It is our con- 
indiscriminate death dealing weapons. Our ‘ 

-and adjacent waters are boasting what they can do with them. 
When the issue of Taiwan (Formosa) first arose, authoritative 
1 in the Pentagon declared the island had no strategic 
Now it is declared to be the essential starting point c 

f nuclear bases across the Pacific—the “ 

of General MacArthur, 
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thing they did not mention—and that may tum out to be the 
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General’s anti-democratic listing power started by Trum 
extended by Eisenhower. The FBI political police increase 
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numbers and their activities, and Edgar Hoover becomes 
seller author. All this adds up to anti-democracy vested 
which pays off in debased coinage regardless of party. 
Also this bi-partisan repression increases totalitarian c 
of foreign policy by scaring the voter away from joining or 
izations, attending meetings, taking radical periodicals. : 
SxiJl another reason why there was not more discussion 
the bomb and China issue in the election was the extent to wh 
the people have been misinformed by their government and % 
prevented from getting the truth. Our Secretary of State” 
denied our press the opportunity to get the facts about Peo] 
China at first hand. Our Customs and Postal Departments | 
done all they could to keep us from reading what the Chin 
government and people say about their doings. “Even do 
ments addressed to accredited scholars have been delayed 
delivery for weeks, sometimes months,” says the Saturday Rey 
Concerning the misinformation, The Canadian Far East 
Newsletter informs us _ that: : 
“President Eisenhower’s speech in which he likened the situa 
the China coast to Munich, 1939, was described by many Britis] 
Canadian papers as ‘dishonest,’ ‘deceitful.”? The Progressive Mag 
October commented as follows: ‘The President’s attempt to eq 
Quemoy with the Munich betrayal in Hitler’s time was downright : 
leading. Czechoslovakia was a free, independent nation, with no im 
tion to conquer or destroy Germany. Quemoy, on the other hand 
geographically a part of the coastline of mainland China 
occupied by a regime whose over-riding ambition is to conquer 
destroy the government of that mainland .. . 
“The Toronto Star followed this line in an editorial of Se 
saying withdrawal from Quemoy and Matsu would not be a 
Munich. Facts deny any analogy. (After summarizing the facts). 
salient differences make a comparison of Quemoy-Matsu not only 
ingless but downright dangerous. There is a new factor today 
did not exist at the time of Munich: the hydrogen bomb . 
the issue is the inevitability of annihilation if war should bre 
The Newsletter also throws some light on the almost 
ible industrial and scientific development of China. This m 
the refusal of Dulles to accept the permanence of the pr 
regime a veto of peace for the world. The Chiang 
lease on his farewell banquet in Taiwan has him reit 
an impromptu speech his permanent hostility to the 
- gime and his determination to overthrow it. 
The Newsletter quotes a Canadian teacher of 
Peking Foreign Language Institute, back from a 
_ “Everything is progressing at an unbelievable speed. 
~ ‘Overtake Britain. in Fifteen Years’ (meaning primarily 
steel production) will probably be fulfilled in two 
that large scale industry is being supplemented 1 
__which are mushrooming everywhere . 
Soletdlicd 
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